Stuffed felt nonster

1 - Gather what you'll need

- Nails (thin for sewing thread and

t hi cker for enbroidery thread)

and pins

- Scissors

- Two layers of felt (light blue and grey
in the picture), big

enough for your tenplate

- Smaller felt pieces for eyes, nose and
decorati ons

- Col ored enbroidery thread for nouth and
decorati ons

- Sewing thread in colors matching your
fabric

(in this case, light blue, white and pink
— not pictured)

- Fabric marker

And two other things that are not in the
picture (sorry!):

- A wooden chopstick (for turning the
fabric)

- Filling (I use synthetic cotton of sone
sort, the stuff

you usually find in small pillows)

Ch, and of course a tenplate for your
“rmonster”!



2 - Tracing the tenpl ate

Pl ace the tenplate on the felt and trace

t he design, marking where

you' || leave an opening to turn the fabric
i nside out. The opening should

be of an inch, nore or |less. Put the other
felt piece under the one

you' ve traced onto, and pin in place.

| trace nmy draw ngs on light cardboard
paper, so they’'re easier to
trace and can be used over and over.

Actually, as | amlazy and not very good
at drawing symmetrically,

| usually draw only half of the design,
then | bend the paper

| enghtwi se and cut the fol ded paper..
and.. voila, a perfectly

symmetrical creature.




3 - Machi ne sew ng

Start sewi ng fromone side of the opening,
and follow the

line all around the body.

For straight corners, sewall the way to
the corner, make sure the

needle is down (so the fabric stays in
pl ace) then raise the

foot of the sewi ng nmachine, pivot the
fabric around, | ower

the foot and start sewi ng again. Do sone
backstitches at the begi nning

and the end of the line, to secure the

t hr ead.

| usually | eave the opening between the
bottomlegs, so it's |less

noticeable if | ness it up. In this case,
| felt very confident and |eft

it open betweent the ears.

(and the legs were too close to each

ot her, too).



4 - Machine sewing - done

X, so here he is, all sewn and ready to
go.

| prefer to sewfirst and trimlater, as |
find it easier

to nmove the fabric. This way you probably
end up using

alittle bit nore fabric, but not really
that much in the end.

5 - Trinmmng

Trimoff all the excess fabric, making
sonme slits for sharp

corners and be extra careful with the
poi nty edges!




6 - Turning the fabric

Turn the fabric inside out through the
openi ng.

Start fromthe snaller parts (ears, arns,
etc) then turn the body.

Use a chopstick or sonmething simlar to
hel p you with the small est

pi eces and to push out the corners.

Be careful not to rip the fabric (even if
felt is pretty sturdy).

7 - Filling (hal fway)

Start filling you creature, pushing the
stuffing through

t he opening. Stuff snmaller parts first
(legs, tails, arns, ears) until

they’'re stiff enough,then fill the body.

| usually don’t stuff it conpletely at
this step, only alittle so

it’s easier to hold and sew, but the
stuffing doesn’'t get in

t he way.



...Hal f stuffed and ready to get a face.

'8 - Making the face

Prepare the face pieces: two discs for the
eyes, triangles

for nose and teeth, for exanple.




9 - Tracing the face

Trace the face on the nonster. Try

di fferent expressions and

| ayouts, until you' re satisfied. |I |ove
erasabl e mar ker s!

10 - Pinning the face

Pin the felt pieces on your design. |
guess you could

glue the pieces in place, but | never
tried.

What ki nd of glue should one use, |
wonder .

Wuld it hol d?




11 - Sewi ng eyes and nose

Hand sew the pieces on the face. | use
sonet hi ng

that | think it's called.. a vertica
hemm ng stitch, you' Il

find a short description here
http://ww. fiber-inmages.com

[ Free_Thi ngs/ Ref erence_Chart s/ handsew ng_s
titches. htm

Everyhting (threads, stuffing) goes in and
out through the opening.

When |’ m done, | even secure the thread on
the “trint of the

openi ng.

12 - Securing the thread
As you can see here. Maybe.. picture could
be too small/blurry.. sorry!




13 - Enbroidering the face

Wth enbroidey thread, stitch the eyes and
t he nmout h

wi th backstitch or chainstitch, whatever
you prefer.

As said before.. I'ma little lazy, so |
tend to use one very |ong

thread, to avoid having to cut, tie,
secure it nore tines!

So | stitch one eye, go through to the
ot her eye, then through

to the nouth...

Ready! Al nost ...




14 - Additional decoration

| added a big heart as decoration, you can
add what ever

you |like: flowers, letters, polkadots..
back and front..

there’ lots of space. Buttons, pockets..

The stitch is the same | used for the eyes
and nose,

but this time | used enbroidery thread

in a contrasting color.

15 - Final stuffing

Fi ni sh stuffing your nonster. Fill it
until it’s as stiff or

soft as you like it.




16 - Finishing up

Wth a sewing thread in nmatching col or,
cl ose the opening.

| use a slipstitch (also called, | think,
| adderstitch, you' Il find a definition
on the same |ink as above) that gives an
al nost invisible stitch.

Secure the thread with sone tiny tiny
backstitches then pul

the thread through the body, exiting a
coupl e of inches

away, then cut. This should keep the
thread nicely inside

t he body.




